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UM STUDENT PHONATHON SURPASSES GOAL 
MISSOULA—
The University of Montana's Excellence Fund Phonathon surpassed its goal 
by over $9,000 during a recently completed 12-day drive, according to Monie 
Smith, assistant director of the UM Foundation. The phonathon was staffed by 
UM students from living groups and on-campus organizations.
The phonathon raised $52,217, topping its $43,000 goal and exceeding last 
year's pledges by 30 percent.
Smith said she expects actual receipts from the phonathon to be higher 
than the amount of dollars pledged since last year's receipts were nearly 
$49,000 on pledges of $40,000.
"We follow up pledges the next day with a reminder in the mail. We also 
send a card to people who were considering making a pledge; a fairly large 
number of those people will eventually donate and push our final total well 
over the $52,000 committed in specific pledges."
The campaign attempted to reach nearly 11,000 alumni across the United 
States during the 14 calling sessions (one each evening and two on Sundays.) 
Manning the phones were representatives of 25 on-campus organizations and 
living groups. A total of 280 students were involved in the event, along with 
nearly 50 university faculty, staff and administration personnel.
(over)
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The phonathon was based on campus in the Del Brown Room of Turner Hall, 
where 20 phones had been installed. Student callers spent two hours each 
session phoning alumni who graduated in the caller's major.
Students winning grand prizes during the phonathon were Lynn Bersch, a 
senior from Great Falls, who raised the most money in one night of calling, and 
Suzy Kusel, a freshman from Billings, who received the most pledges during one 
session.
The team that raised the most money in one night was representing the UM 
Advocates organization. Team members were Bersch; Shane Bishop, Conrad; Eric 
Butterbusch, Helena; John Neuman, Missoula; and Rick Rasmussen, Coeur d'Alene, 
Idaho. Their grand prize is dinner with UM President Neil Bucklew.
The phonathon concluded a series of fund-raising activities for the 
Excellence Fund. Over the past three months, in-state alumni were reached 
through phonathons in Billings, Great Falls, Helena, Kalispell and Missoula. 
Those events raised just over $28,000 which, with the results of the student 
phonathon and the Missoula Business Drive, will bring the total income for the 
fund this year to well over $200,000.
Several area businesses contributed prizes to the phonathon.
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